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“ ‘Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice. ’*— Othello. 


No. 8742.’ | Friday, Dec. 13, 1883. © Price 1d. 
~~ “"s'The Play’s the thing !°—Ask for Thomas's Observer. hor 
Covent Carden <heatre. 

‘THE entertainments at this Theatre yesterday evening were 
Gustavus the Third, and. Scan. Mag. On Tuesday next, H. 
Phillips will play: Tom Tug, in The Waterman, when Miss 
Shirreff will sustain for the first time the character of Wilhelmina. 

Prurp Dane Chratre. 

Morton’s Comedy of Secrets Worth Knowing was revived 
at this Theatre last night, cast with the united comic strength 
of the two companies, we need not therefore add that it was ad- 
mirably acted ; still, however, we do not think it stands any 
chance of ever again becoming popular or attractive ; the day is 
gone by for this species of sentimental Comedy. When it was 
first brought out at Coveut.Garden Theatre, in 1802, its cast in- 
cluded the names of Pope, Holman, Lewis, Munden, Fawcett, 
Knight, Quick, Mrs. Pope, Mrs. Mountain, and Mrs. Mattocks, 
and the several characters were evidently written to suit the 
talent of their respective representatives ; it was, therefore, acted 
to perfection, which circumstance, connected with the still more 
powerful one of la Comédie larmoyante being then in vogue, 
gave to Secrets Worth Knowing a long and successful career. 
Dowton’s April, Harley’s Plethora, Blanchard’s Nicholas Rue, 
were inimitably acted ; the latter looked indeed like a man ‘*‘ who 
had not laughed for thirty years.”” Miss Taylor was a charming 
representative of Rose Sydney, and not Mrs, Mattocks herself 
could have hit off the kind hearted unsophisticated Sally Down- 
right with more truth of coloring or stronger effect than Miss 
Kelly did. As it is ten years since the Comedy has been played 
at the Patent Theatres, it may not be considered irrelevant to 
state that the ‘secret worth knowing” is that Undermine 
brings forward a will by which Greville is disinherited for having 








‘married before he was 25 years of age, Undermine having bribed 


Nicholas to destroy a subsequent will by which Greville is left 
heir to his father’s property without restriction. Through the 
instrumentality of April the true will is forthcoming, the virtu- 
ous rewarded, and villainy discomfitted, — , 

STRAND THEATRE.—Mr. Russell’s vessel may be said to be no 
longer stranded, but fairly afloat, and sailing along with wind 
and tide in its favour He has judiciously introduced some of his 
clever imitations, those of Suett, Munden and Incledon are in- 
imitable, he also introduces some new songs, which tell admirably. 

The following particulars of Masoni, the celebrated violinist, 
who, there is little doubt, will eclipse in public estimation the 
great lion, Paganini, may not be unacceptable to our readers.— 
He was born at Florence, in the year 1799, and commenced his 
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musical career under the famous ‘Campanelli, At the early age 
of eight years he played at the Theatre of Florence before one 
of the largest audiences ever assembled there, and from the ex- 
traordinary abilities exhibited by him on that occasion he was 
presented on the stage with a gold repeater and chain, anda 
gold medal bythe then grand Duchess of Tuscany, (sister of 
Napoleon,) in whose suite he was engaged as first concerto 
player, and afterwards in the same capacity by Ferdinand III. - 
brother to the Emperor of Austria, by whom he was recom- 
mended to the wife of Don Pedro’; with her he proceeded to the 
Brazils, and arrived at Rio Jamico, in 1817, ‘where he was in- 
stalled musician to the Emperor. In 1826, he quitted the Brazils, 
and after visiting Chili, Peru, Lima, &c. in 1830 he started for 
Calcutta, in which place he was warmly received, and succeeded 
in getting up a grand musical club in that city of palaces, Last 
April he was compelled to leave India from ill health, and ar- 
rived in London in Octobér with the warmest testimonials and 
recommendation from the Governor General and Lady Bentinck 
to the principal nobility and gentry of this country. 


Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatricaé Observer. 


Dear Mr. Epiror, Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t in- 
trude—will you excuse me, I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to 
rub shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world, at one or other of 
the Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday, call in at the Queen's Bazaar. Oxford Street, to see the new Diorama - 
of Captain Ross's Expedition to the Nor(h Pole—erowded to the door, but when 
I did get in, amply repaid for my patience—most interestiug subject—fancy your- 
self among the natives without the fatigue of the voyage.—Belshazzars’s Feast, 
and all the Physiorama Views, are added, so that you see the whole for Is. 

Afterwards pop in a few doors higher up to mon ami, Palmer jun. just located 
from St.James’s-st.—his new Dressing Case is positively a + Portable Toilet,’ 
“a Travelling requisite‘—so pretty--so eheap.—ouly two King Williams,— 
Aunt Paulina promises me one for a Christmas Box!!! 

Tuesday, I have a great treat by lounging for an hour or two at the Suffolk 
Street Gallery, contemplating the choice specimens of the British School of 
Painting which adorn its walls. Everybody must go, for the artist, the con- 
noisseur, and the mere des@urre, wil! be equally delighted and instructed. 

My last white hat getting very shabby thyoght of putting it into mourning, ex- 
claimed * Yes I have set my crown upon a east, and I will stand the hazard of the 
dye,’—walked into Perring‘s, 85, Strand. and found Hats so cheap. so waterproog 
and so good. gave up the idea of dying at present, and hought a new one. 

Wednesday, visit The Industrious Fleas. which are returned to 238, Regent-st. 
where they perform daily such feats as must be witnessed to be believed—they 
dance, play at whist, flirt, and fight duels. besides acting as horses, &. indeed, 
they are as perfectly under the word of command as if they had an understanding. 

Monday and Thursday dine at the Table d Hote provided by Evans, formerly 
atCoventGardenTheatre, at his hotel. late Joy s,Piazza—served with elegance, 
enlivened with the singing and wit of lis brother actors. --Can have a Chop,&e. 
for Supper here as cheap as at his old house in Maiden Lane. 

On Friday, I examine Miss Li«wood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester 
Square—just added other beautiful specimens of her art. , 

Several of my friends having been misled by external appearances.and popped 
into the wrong shop,. I would recommend them in future to order their Wines 








and Spirits by post, as there can be no mistake in directing letters to Brerr’s 
Patent Brandy Depot, 109, Drury Lane. 

How Macready shines to-night, says I, at Drury— Mrs P. instantly asked me 
this Con.—Who is the most shiniag and refleeting man, & the greatest friend 
to the Polish cause in London ?”’ looked at my brilliant boots, and exclaimed 
“Robert Warren!” —Isn’t that a good one ?—but I intrude, beg pardon-— 

Your’s, &c. 3 


AUL PRY. 




















Theatre Royal, Covent Garden: 


This Evening, a new Grand Historical Opera, called 


Gustavus the Third; 


OR, THE MASKED BALL, 


The Scenery, whichis on a scale of Magnitude never before attempted in this country, 
by Messrs Grieve, and Assistants. 

The Decorations by Mr Bradwell—Machinery by Mr Sloman—Plumassier, Mad. 

Minon—The Costumes, by MrPalmer, MrHead, &c—Chandeliers byMrBrookes. 


The whole produced inser the Direction of 


Gustavus he Think Me ARDE, 

Coa. Lillienhorn, MrTEMPLETON, Count Dehorn, MrSEGUIN, . 

The Baron Bjelke, Mr BAKER, 
Count D’Esseu, Mr PERKINS, Count Ribbing, Mr WILSON, 
Captain Ankarstrom, Mr H. PHILLIPS, 
Oscar, (Favorite Page to the King,) Miss SHIRREFF, 
Christian Engleheart, Mr BEDFORD, 

Madame Ankarstrom, Miss INVERARITY, 
Arvedson,..,... (a Fortune-teller) ......Mrs FITZWILLIAM, 
The following is the order of the New Scenery: 

Grand Saloon in the King’s Palace—Triumphal Arch of Queen 
Christina—Interior of Fortune Teller’s Abude—Distant View 
of Stockholm, by‘Moonlight, from the Place of Public Execu- 
tion—Norr-malm Square, in Stockholm—Apartment in the 
House of Ankarstrom—Royal Gardens, with the Fountains of 
Neptune—The Saloon of the Opera at Stockholm, fitted up 
for the Masked Ball, in which will be introduced the fashion- 
able German Pas, principal Dancer, Mrs Vining, with Mdlles. 
Payne, Hall, Hill, Bennett, Perry, Froud, Conway, & Marsano. 
The celebrated Danse des Folies, pringipel Folie, Mlle.Celeste. 
Folies, Miles. Thomasin, Fairbrother. Fenton, Ryals, &c. &e. 
A Figure Dance by Mr Payne and Mr F. Sutton—The Parisian 
Gallopade, promenade of the characters, in which will appear 
nearly the whole of the company of the two Theatres, assisted 
by above 250 additional members, habited in the most gorgeous 
varied costumes. The piece will terminate with the Assassi- 
nation of Gustavus, as 

After which, a Comic Piece, (in OneAct, ) called 


ASoldier’s Courtship. 


Colonel Gayton, Mr COOPER, 
Lady Melford, Miss PHILLIPS, Fanny, Miss TAYLOR. 
To conclude with, (by Special Desire,) the new Farce, called 


MyNeighbour’s Wife! 


Mr Somerton, Mr COOPER, Mr Brown, Mr MEADOWS, 
Mr Smith, Mr BARTLEY, 
Mrs Somerton, Miss TAYLOR, Mrs Brown, Miss KENNETH, 
Mrs Smith, Miss MURRAY. 


























Theatre Royal, Drury sean 








This Evening, ras iiageay of 


HENRY Iv. 


King Henry, Mr MATHEWS, 
Prince of Wales, ienwade ts oleae .Mr COOPER, 
Prince John, Miss LEE, 
Douglas, MrBRINDAL, Worchester, Mr F. COOKE, 
Northumberland, Mr THOMPSON, 
Henry Percy, surnamed Hotspur, Mr MACREADY, 
Westmorland; Mr HOWELL, 
Sir Richard Vernon, ........,..Mr DIDDEAR, 
Sir Walter Blunt, Mr YOUNGE, 
Sir John Falstaff, MrDOW T OWN, Poins. MrGREEN, 
Gadshill, Mr FENTON, Peto, Mr YARNOLD, 
Bardolph, ‘Mr G. SMIT H,. | 
Caseig, Mr MEADOWS, and Mr HUGHES, 
Francis, Mr HARLEY, © ©: 
Messengers, Mr HONNER, and Mr IRWIN, 
Sheriff, Mr CATHIE, | 


Lady Percy,...2 .... ws. iy Miss: E, PHILLIPS, 
» Mrs Quickely, Mrs C. JONES; 2 
To, conclude with, the. Ballad Opera of The 


Maid of Cashmere. 


The Unknown, (first time) Mr WILSON, _, 

Olifour, . o+92% (Grand Judge) ....0.Me SEGUIN, 
The Tchop-Dar, Mr HENRY, ad. 

Chief: ofthe ‘Guards of the Grand Vizier, Mrs. JONES, 


Leila, (a Singing Bayadere) Miss BETTS, 
Zilia,’ (her Companion) .“ Miss BH; CAWSE, | 
Zelica, (the Maid of Cashmere) ‘Madile, CELESTE, 


Fatima, (her Companien) ‘Miss BASEKE. 

The ‘following DANCES.are incidental to.the Piece: 
The Celebrated Shawl Dance, byMile.CELESTE, ‘the Coryphees, 
ahd the Ladies.of the Corps de Ballet.. 

A Pas Seul, by Miss BASEKE, A Pas Seul, by Mille. CELESTE. 

A PAS DE DEUX. ; 
By Mademoiselle CELESTE. and Miss BASEKE. 











To-morrow, Wild Oats, and Ella Rosenberg. 
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